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The United States has also joined in 

the fight against the Lord’s Resistance 
Army, which ravaged northern Uganda 
for many years. I remember a time, not 
so long ago, when thousands of young 
children, called ‘‘night commuters’’ 
would walk each evening from their re-
mote villages into towns where they 
were protected from being kidnapped 
by the LRA and forced into servitude 
as child soldiers. 

Throughout that period and to this 
day, President Museveni has remained 
in power, for five consecutive terms, 
solidifying his control increasingly 
through repression, including the ar-
rest, imprisonment, and even alleged 
assassination attempts of political op-
ponents and social activists. In 2016, at 
his most recent inauguration after an 
election marred by fraud and intimida-
tion, Sudan’s President Bashir, in-
dicted by the International Criminal 
Court, was an invited guest. 

In 2012, President Museveni an-
nounced that he would ‘‘certainly not’’ 
seek to remain in office after age 75, 
consistent with article 102(b) of Ugan-
da’s Constitution; yet today, with the 
next Presidential election scheduled 
for 2021, an effort is underway in Ugan-
da’s Parliament, presumably with 
President Museveni’s blessing, to 
amend the constitution to eliminate 
the age limit. If successful, Museveni 
could remain President for life, in the 
tradition of other African strongmen 
like Robert Mugabe. 

There is no law against amending the 
constitution. Our own Constitution 
poses no such age limit on Presidents 
or Members of Congress, but doing so 
for the obvious purpose of perpetuating 
the increasingly autocratic rule of a 
serving President, who has used the se-
curity forces to silence his opposition 
and who has systematically under-
mined the possibility of a free election, 
is wrong. 

Such an outcome would be a tragedy 
for democracy and the rule of law in 
Uganda, at a time when corruption, 
economic stagnation, and internal 
strife are propelling Uganda back-
wards. The United States and the 
international community have pro-
vided Uganda with billions of dollars in 
aid since 1986 when President Museveni 
first came to power. I supported that 
investment in Uganda’s social, eco-
nomic, and political stability, and 
President Museveni deserves credit for 
many positive developments in Uganda 
since the horrific years of his brutal 
predecessors, Idi Amin and Milton 
Obote; yet today much of that invest-
ment is at risk of being squandered. 

Ultimately this is a decision for the 
representatives of the Ugandan people, 
but I hope the Ugandan Parliament 
recognizes what is at stake, not only 
for the people of Uganda and for the fu-
ture of democracy and stability in that 
country, but for future support from 
the United States and the inter-
national community. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, 
unfortunately, I was unable to attend 
the rollcall vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the motion to concur 
in the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 2266, emergency 
supplemental appropriations. Had I 
been able to attend, I would have voted 
in favor of cloture.∑ 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 
was unavailable for rollcall vote No. 
246, on the motion to invoke cloture on 
the House message to accompany H.R. 
2266, the emergency supplemental. Had 
I been present, I would have voted 
yea.∑ 
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HONORING NEVADA’S WORLD WAR 
II FILIPINO VETERANS 

Mr. HELLER. Madam President, 
today I wish to honor several Nevada 
heroes who are being recognized with a 
Congressional Gold Medal for their 
service in the Philippines during World 
War II: Sergeant Regalado Baldonado, 
Private Aurelio Dela Cruz, Corporal 
Benito Anton, Private First Class 
Leonardo Palao, and the many other 
Filipino and Filipino American vet-
erans across our Nation. My apprecia-
tion for their service and sacrifice is 
immeasurable. 

During World War II, more than 
260,000 Filipino soldiers from the U.S. 
commonwealth of the Philippines an-
swered President Roosevelt’s call to 
fight under the American flag. These 
individuals fought bravely, some mak-
ing the ultimate sacrifice in defense of 
democracy and freedom. More than 
half a century later, our Nation made a 
commitment to honoring them for 
their service. 

As a member of the Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, I believe it is our 
solemn responsibility to recognize 
those who put their lives on the line. 
That is why I was proud to work with 
my colleague Senator HIRONO to pass 
into law the Filipino Veterans of World 
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act, 
Public Law 114–265, to recognize the 
dedication and heroism of these indi-
viduals. 

Now the time has come to award this 
Congressional Gold Medal to Filipino 
World War II veterans on October 25, 
2017, and I could not be more proud and 
humbled that Nevada is home to Fili-
pino veterans who served and are most 
deserving of this medal. Today I would 
like to again recognize and honor Fili-
pino veterans who are living in Nevada: 
Sergeant Regalado Baldonado, Private 
Aurelio Dela Cruz, Corporal Benito 
Anton, and Private First Class 
Leonardo Palao. To these heroes, your 
place in history will not be forgotten. 
There are also many other Filipino vet-

erans from Nevada who have passed on, 
but our gratitude extends to their fam-
ily members who will ensure their leg-
acy lives on. 

While the awarding of this Congres-
sional Gold Medal is a proud moment 
for the Filipino community and Amer-
ica, many Filipino veterans have yet to 
receive recognition for their service. 
There is no doubt to me that Filipino 
soldiers served honorably in the Com-
monwealth Army of the Philippines, 
Recognized Guerilla Forces, and New 
Philippine Scouts alongside U.S. troops 
during World War II. However, some 
have still not been verified by the U.S. 
for their service because they don’t 
have the documentation the U.S. re-
quires. This is an injustice that I will 
continue fighting so that every Fili-
pino veteran is afforded respect for and 
acknowledgement of their contribu-
tions to our country. 

I am honored to acknowledge all Fili-
pino and Filipino American veterans 
for their dedication to our country and 
am proud this Congressional Gold 
Medal will serve as a constant re-
minder of the importance of the Fili-
pino and Filipino American commu-
nity in our Nation’s history. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT PHILIP J. IYOTTE 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 

I wish to honor and pay tribute to the 
late Army SGT Philip J. Iyotte, a hero 
from South Dakota who, after 66 years, 
has returned home. 

At a young age, Philip Iyotte, a 
member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, 
was given his Lakota name of Soldier 
Who Stands Alone. In 1950, Philip en-
listed in the U.S. Army and was as-
signed to the Army’s 21st Infantry 
Regiment of the 24th Infantry Division. 
Shortly after, he was deployed to the 
Korean conflict. On September 2, 1950, 
Sergeant Iyotte was seriously injured 
from fragments from an enemy missile. 
Nineteen days later, he bravely re-
turned to the battlefield. 

On February 9, 1951, 21-year-old Ser-
geant Iyotte was declared Missing in 
Action after being captured by Chinese 
forces during Operation Thunderbolt. 
When the war ended, several returning 
prisoners of war reported that Sergeant 
Iyotte passed away around September 
10, 1951, and was buried at the main 
prisoner of war camp in Korea. Sixty- 
six years after being captured and 
killed, his remains have finally been 
returned to his family in White River, 
SD. 

For his bravery and service, Sergeant 
Iyotte was awarded the Purple Heart, 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the 
Prisoner of War Medal, the Korean 
Service Medal, the United Nations 
Service Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, and the Korean War 
Service Medal. 

I consider it an honor to pay tribute 
to SGT Philip J. Iyotte. May his family 
and his Oyate find comfort in knowing 
that his remains have now been laid to 
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